VIEWS FROM AN ISLAND
‘I wanted to grow tomatoes on Finnøy’

Unni Karoline Bakke
Installasjon 2004


Having no knowledge at all about cultivating tomatoes, I felt like a stranger when I first visited the island of Finnøy to find out more about this branch of agriculture that has been an important part of the infrastructure of Finnøy since 1928. There are about 40 big and impressive greenhouses scattered all over the island and they represent one of the most dominant and special arcitectural features here. In fact, this small island produces 34% of Norway’s total production of tomatoes.

My project has been to look closely at this particular area of production and the everyday work of the people involved. It has been a fascinating journey, both learning the facts and methodology of tomato cultivation and sharing the stories and reminiscences of the cultivators themselves. The interwievs I have carried out have been informal and they have revealed the shared memories and personal views of the people involved. One person is the third generation of his family to be involved in the production of tomatoes, and he is a living bank og memories. 

I found that tomatoe cultivation is more complex and time consuming than one would imagine. The visual impressions that I have gained and which have influenced my work have been stimulating. The installation’s main objective has been to explore some of these impressions and to express them in a different  context.

Realising this project has not been a solitary process thanks to the many people who have contributed.
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